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In my opinion, this Midrash is not merely relating to us
unique phenomena which occurred routinely in the tent of
our matriarchs, but is advising us of the sublime ideals to
which every Jewish home is to be dedicated.

The lamp that remained lit from one Shabbos to the next
symbolizes the ideal of the spirit of Shabbos being present in
the Jewish home throughout the entire week. What is the
essence of this sublime spirit? In Minchah of Shabbos we
proclaim, “nm oy> nwrtpy nnun o»” — “A day of rest and
sanctity You have given to Your nation.” The spirit of Shabbos

({is to inhere in every Jewish home even during the weekdays
through an atmosphere of rest and sanctity prevailing in each
household.

This idea, that the spirit of Shabbos is to be extended to |
the entire week, is expressed in the final Mishnah in Tamid: |
Y NN NIVYN 0PI PY NI DPINMKN P NI
102N NI NNYNY NIV 1DV OPY N1IIY PNYd

“On Shabbos they would say, ‘A psalm, a song for the Shabbos
day’ [Tehillim 92:1], a psalm, a song for the time to come, for
the day that will be entirely Shabbos and rest for the eternal
7\ life.” With respect to all other days, the Mishnah only men-
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| tions the psalm which the Levites would sing in the Temple
on that day. What, then, is the meaning of the addendum “a
psalm, a song for the time to come, for the day that will be
entirely Shabbos and rest for the eternal life”? I think that the
answer is that this Mishnah is expressive of the ideal that in
the future all days will be infused with the spirit of Shabbos,
that these times will be like one long Shabbos. This, too, is the
meaning of the Gemara in Shabbos (118b), which says,
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“If only Israel would keep two Shabbasos according to hala-

(| chah, they would immediately be redeemed.” On the surface
this statement appears difficult: why only if the Jews observe
two Shabbos days will they be redeemed — is not one Shabbos
enough to show their devotion to the day? The answer is that
the Talmud makes reference not to two Shabbos days but

( (;rather to one Shabbos day and the extension of its spirit to the
remainder of the week so that every day becomes enlight-
ened with the sanctity and restfulness of Shabbos. Only when
they accomplish this will B'nei Yisrael be worthy of redemp-
tion.

U The blessing that inhered in the dough of our matriarchs
represents a concept expressed in Avos (4:1) which is es-
sential to the happiness of every home. The Mishnah, quot-
ing ben Zoma, asks, “Who is wealthy?” and responds, “He

(awho is happy with his lot.” The brachah built into the dough
consists of the satisfaction with whatever material goods one
possesses. This idea is obviously integral to every Jewish
home and needs no further elucidation.

The concept symbolized by the door to the tent of Sarah

( and Rivkah being opened especially wide is also quite easily
comprehended.
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“Yossi ben Yochanan of Yerushalayim says, “Your home
should be open wide and the poor should be as members of
your household’” (Avos 1:15). A wide opening of a home|
implies a dedication to the trait of chesed. Every Jewish home|
is to be devoted to the pursuit of lovingkindness.

Cloudy days are generally unpleasant days and are
r ive of hard times. The cloud which hovered over |
omlim |
member of a Jewish household must make for one another.
Every home inevitably experiences its share of difficult pe-
riods during which the real strength of a family’s bond is
tested. In order to maintain and preserve the ideal Jewish
home, all of its members must be giving of themselves for
the benefit of others.*

All Jewish couples who are to embark upon building a
true bayis ne’eman b’Yisrael must strive to predicate their home
upon the ideals which were physically manifest in the tent of
our matriarchs. In other words, they are to found their re-
lationship upon a dedication to chesed, to sacrificing on be-
half of one another, to infusing all days with the Shabbos
spirit, and to being content with whatever material effects
they may possess.




